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RE-COLONIZATION UPDATE

A fter review by alumni leadership, the General Fraternity submitted its reestablishment 
proposal to the university’s Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life (OFSL) in August 2024. 

OFSL approval of the proposal was received on February 13. A major milestone!

Now, our main task is forming the Alumni Advisory Board (AAB). Detailed information on 
the AAB and early initiatives in AAB recruitment were included in the fall 2024 newsletter. To 
summarize, we need to fill the following AAB positions: 

•	 AAB Chair
•	 University Advisor
•	 Colony/Chapter Advisor
•	 Financial Advisor
•	 LEAD Advisor 
•	 Social and Risk Reduction Advisor
•	 Recruitment Advisor
•	 Alumni Relations Advisor

HONOR ROLL

Effective January 31, 2025, the following brothers have donated a total of $1,550 to the 
Re-Colonization Fund since the publication of the fall 2024 issue of Delta Delta. The fund now stands 
at $39,932.

*A special “shoutout” to our largest donor, Brother Rolling, who has contributed $1,000 this year so 
far and a lifetime total of $31,000.

Founder ($500 or more):
Charles Rolling, ΔΔ738*

Legion of Honor ($250-$499)
Thomas Will, ΔΔ891
Robert Chaney, ΔΔ795

Rock Club ($50-$99)
David Wittman, ΔΔ1026

Fraternity-wide guidance is available for each of these 
positions and virtual training will be provided. Our goal is to 
have the AAB in place by the end of the spring 2025 semester.  

Additional information is available in the form of Frequently  
Asked Questions (and answers). If you’re interested in  
learning more, please contact Brother Nelson at 
nelsonnittany@aol.com, (814) 278-8575 (Home), or  
(703) 244-7493 (Cell).
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REMEMBER WHEN

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Fall Term 1968

Mike “Bull” Harrell, ∆∆1228

T hese are the brothers who comprised Delta Delta Chapter 
immediately after rebuilding following the fire. Of these, the five-

brother pledge class of Robert Doersch, ΔΔ0909, Thomas Groff, 
ΔΔ0910, Thomas Baker, ΔΔ0911, David Simpson, ΔΔ0912, and 
David Fencil, ΔΔ0913 named their pledge class “The Pig Parts.”

Can you name the parts? If so, can you match the parts to the 
brother? Here’s some help: One was “Earth Pig,” and another was a 
legacy. Can you name him?

Missing from these photos are Brothers Clyde Braun, ΔΔ0902, Jim 
Currier, ΔΔ0885, and Tom Will, ΔΔ0891. Jim Rye was a pledge 
who was not initiated.

FLIPPING OVER OUR BLUE BAND DRUM MAJORS
In 1990, the drum major position crossed the race barrier with Mike 
“Bull” Harrell, ∆∆1228 becoming the first Black drum major. “I am 
proud being Black,” Harrell noted, “but I don’t want people to focus 
on it. I want to be recognized because of my achievements.”

Harell would be drum major for the 1990 and 1991 seasons, but due 
to a small, shattered bone in his right foot, he was cautioned not to 
perform the flip anymore. So, Harrell returned to the baritone rank, 
and another baritone player, Tom Roberts, took the mantle of drum 
major for the 1992 and 1993 seasons.

Harell and Roberts were responsible for creating a new Blue Band 
tradition. During his time in the role, Harell realized that part of the 
student section could not see the drum major perform the 50-yard 
line due to the band blocking some of the views. So, he added a 
second flip in the south end zone, especially for the students. Roberts 
would take it a step further and add a small skit with the Nittany Lion 
mascot. The drum major typically carries a mace, a ceremonial baton 
used by drum majors to lead a marching band, although flipping with 
it can be a challenge. To combat this, the Nittany Lion takes hold 
of the mace and presents it to the drum major in the south end zone 
after the second flip.

From: Centre County Gazette, October 24-30, 2024, Volume 16, Issue 43 

Bottom Row 
(L-R): Rich Ruse, 
Tom Schwartz, 
Bob Yowell. 
Second Row: 
Jack Targonski, 
Douglas Manny, 
Ken Krumholtz, 
Doug Greene, 
Rich Stockunas.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

BROTHER 
NELSON’S 
TAILGATES

ANNUAL ALUMNI MEETING 2024

Doneal Gersh, ∆∆949

T he joint annual meeting of the Delta Delta Alumni 
Chapter and the Delta Delta Property Association 

was held via Zoom on October 20, 2024. Among other 
discussion topics, Brother Nelson reported his plan to 
attend Grand Chapter in July in San Antonio as part of 
Re-Colonization planning. Contact Brother Nelson if 
you want a copy of the meeting report.

B rother Doneal Gersh, ∆∆949 says of his 
days at Penn State: “I majored in Sigma 

Nu Fraternity, Nittany Lions football, and 
Broadcast Journalism, in that order. I walked-
on my junior year and was a linebacker for 45 
minutes but wasn’t big enough. I spent one 
day as a tight end but was too small. I had one 
day as a wide receiver but had no hands or 
speed. I then proved to Coach Paterno that I 
was a ‘good’ center. We went to Cotton Bowl 
after the ’71 season.”

Brother Gersh received a BS degree in broadcast 
journalism from PSU in 1972, received an MA 
in business management from Central Michigan 
University in 1979, and completed the USAF 
Advanced Public Affairs program at the University of Oklahoma in 1983. 

He received a regular Army commission in the infantry. He graduated from Infantry 
Officers Basic and Airborne schools (1972) and Ranger Course (1973). After a variety 
of assignments, he was finally able to do what he always wanted to in the Army: attend a 
Dept. of Defense Public Affairs (Relations) Officers Course. For the next 13 years he was 
a Public Affairs Officer.

He served as senior Army technical adviser for Irwin Yablans’ film, Tank, in 1984. It 
starred James Garner, Shirley Jones, C. Thomas Howell, G. D. Spradlin, and James 
Cromwell. His wife, Debbie, gave a very convincing performance as “Crying Mother” in 
the infirmary scene!

Don retired with the rank of colonel (O6) in 1994 after 22 years of service. As a second 
career, he was the Director of University Relations at Pembroke State University/
University of North Carolina at Pembroke. Later, he was a real estate agent and a public 
relations consultant. Don was honored on the field at Beaver Stadium as part of Military 
Appreciation Day in 2024.

Don and Debbie have four sons and three grandsons and live in Fayetteville, N.C.

B rother Nelson hosts a BYOB tailgate 
for every home game that begins 

approximately four hours before kickoff. His 
reserved space is #9432 in Lot 31. His space 
is about 50 yards east of Medlar Field along 
the third base line, as extended. He’ll fly a 
PSU logo flag over a VA Tech flag. All are 
invited to join him!

Check out this view of Beaver Stadium and 
the rear of the Medlar Field scoreboard from 
his spot for assistance in finding him at the 
next game. For more information, contact 
him at nelsonnittany@aol.com, (814) 278-
8575 (Home), or (703) 244-7493 (Cell). The 
Blue-White game in April has open parking, 
so contact him beforehand to learn of his 
planned location. 

1971 Media Day with JoePa
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IN MEMORIAM
Brother Robert “Bob” Plaskon, ΔΔ768, 85, of State College, 
Pa., passed away peacefully on Sunday, November 12, 2023, at the 
Hollidaysburg Veterans Home. Brother Plaskon was a 1957 graduate 
of Turtle Creek High School and a 1962 graduate of Penn State with 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration. After graduating 
from Penn State, Bob was commissioned to the U.S. Army, where 
he served from 1962 to 1964, spending time in Europe and attaining 
the rank of Captain. After leaving the Army, Bob went on to work 
for various companies across the United States in the transportation 
industry but spent the majority of his career as a warehouse manager 
for Wheelabrator Air Pollution Control in Pittsburgh. Upon retiring 
in 2001, Bob moved to Surprise, Ariz., with his wife, where he 
continued working part-time for Sun Health. Bob will be remembered 
as a loving husband, father, and grandfather. He was inurned 
alongside his wife in Arlington National Cemetery.

Dr. Richard H. Dunkelberger, ΔΔ665, passed to the Chapter 
Eternal on July 23, 2023, at age 89.

Brother Carl “Chirp” Iannetti, ∆∆805, 81, of Hookstown, Pa., 
passed away on February 13, 2024. He was born on July 2, 1942, 
the son of the late Nick and Elizabeth Repole Iannetti. A graduate 
of the Union High School in Burgettstown, he also earned a degree 
in business from Penn State University (1964) before serving our 
country as a Lt. Commander in the U.S. Navy. For over 50 years 
he co-owned Iannetti’s Garden Center in Hanover Twp. with his 

brother Nick. He was there every day serving the tri-state area. He is 
survived by his wife, Christine Kascak Iannetti, whom he married in 
1969; his three sons, Anthony Iannetti, P.E. and wife Julie of North 
Ridgeville, Ohio; David Iannetti of Hookstown; and Michael Iannetti, 
M.D. and wife Laci of Williamstown, W.V.; three grandchildren, 
Natalie, Lucas, and Abigail Iannetti; brother Joseph Iannetti and wife 
Dorothy of Georgetown; sister-in-law Stephana Iannetti of Hanover 
Twp.; and many nieces and nephews. Deceased in addition to his 
parents is his brother Nick Iannetti. He was laid to rest in Our Lady 
of Lourdes Cemetery, Burgettstown.

Brother Denis Andrew Zera, ∆∆890, 76, of Ligonier, passed 
away Monday, November 11, 2024. He was born October 29, 1948, 
in Latrobe, the son of the late Andrew and Anna (Crevak) Zera. 
Before retirement, he was a physics teacher in the greater Latrobe 
School District from 1970 until 1979. He was also a self-employed 
contractor. Denis was an avid golfer and was proud of his six 
holes-in-one over the years. He also enjoyed tennis and directed 
the Latrobe Park and Recreations tennis program in the 1970s and 
formerly coached the St. Vincent College tennis team. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in death by a daughter, Julie Edwards. 
He is survived by his wife of almost 53 years, Bonnie (Ferguson) 
Zera; his daughter, Jayme White (Jason); grandchildren, Alexandra, 
Taylor, and Ashleigh Edwards, Alexandria Yesho (Zach), and Kayla, 
Ellie, and Paige White. To post an online condolence, please visit 
hartman-grazianofuneralhome.com.

KEEP YOUR 
CONTACT INFO 
CURRENT WITH 
DELTA DELTA!
Make sure you’re receiving all 
things Sigma Nu at Penn State  

in your mailbox and inbox.

Send your preferred  
contact information to 

updatemyrecord@penningtonco.com 
with “Sigma Nu Penn State Email”  

in the subject line.

You can also let us know  
of any life updates in  

the same email!


